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preceded by a sort of hoarse moan, and commencing 
with muscular contractions of the face, more accentu¬ 
ated on the right side, extended successively to the 
arms, legs and trunk. The movements were so rapid 
that, although the patient did not vary his general 
position by a centimetre, he became in a few sec¬ 
onds so exhausted as to be pulseless, breathless, black as 
a coal, having the appearance of an asphyxiated corpse. 
In the intervals between the attacks, breathing of a ster¬ 
torous nature recommenced, the pulse became percepti¬ 
ble, and was both full and hard ; a waxy hue succeeded 
to the cyanotic. Believing in the existence of some 
more important lesion than was previously ascertain¬ 
able, Dr. Brignon decided to trephine. He found be¬ 
neath the scalp wound a superficial cranial fissure, three 
centimetres long, from which venous blood continuously 
exuded. The cranium itself was so abnormally thin 
that the dura mater was slightly wounded in the opera¬ 
tion. The last convulsion took place as the bone disk 
was being removed. The brain did not at first pulsate, 
and was so closely attached to the cranial opening as to 
suggest the possibility of the existence of some internal 
pressure. In all other aspects the appearance of the brain 
was normal. The pulse and the respiration became simul¬ 
taneously physiological. Although agreeably disappointed 
in the condition found, the immediate amelioration in¬ 
spired great hopes for the ultimate recovery of the patient. 
The convulsions were not repeated, and after twenty- 
four hours of delirium and violent agitation, the pro¬ 
gress towards health was rapid. Six months later the 
favorable condition still continued, and the patient was 
free from ill effects, either from the wound or the subse¬ 
quent operation. Dr. Brignon believes the trephination 
to have saved his life, although the modus operandi is de¬ 
cidedly inexplicable. E. N. B. 

Successsful Extirpation of a Cerebral Tumor 
{La Riforma Medica , March 4, 1893).—Postempski pre¬ 
sented a patient to the meeting of the Royal Academy 
of Medicine of Rome (Feb. 26, 1893), who had been oper¬ 
ated upon by him, six months previously, for cerebral 
tumor. This individual had had frequent convulsive 
attacks, which had commenced suddenly a year before 
one day when he was out walking. The attacks com¬ 
menced always with a sudden sense of distress and loss 
of consciousness, to which succeeded clonic convulsions, 
localized at first in the right side of the face, in the right 
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arm, and thence extending to all parts of the body. On 
inspection, it was found that the patient had a tumefac¬ 
tion of the left frontal region, about the size of a half 
of an orange, hard at its periphery and soft at its 
centre. The diagnosis of an meningeal tumor having 
been made, the patient was operated upon. The tumor 
was easily extirpated, and on microscopical examination 
proved to be an endo-thelioma. The wound healed by 
first intention and the convulsions ceased. Agraphia 
and alexis existed for sometime after the operation, but 
little by little these symptoms of a local disturbance dis¬ 
appeared. The patient is actually remarkably healthy, 
notwithstanding the considerable excisions of his cra¬ 
nium through the tegumentary covering of which the 
rythmical movements of his brain are plainly visible. 

E. N. B. 

ANATOMICAL. 

Multiple Lesions of the Cerebrum and of the 
Cerebellum, Accompanied by Epileptiform At¬ 
tacks (Le Mcrcrcdi Medical, March 1, 1893).—Dr. Legrain 
reported to the Anatomical .Society the history of an 
insane patient, who, pushed by another patient, fell and 
cut her scalp. Two hours later, she presented the follow¬ 
ing symptoms: conjugate deviation of the head and 
eyes ; contracture of the left arm; epileptiform attacks 
of the same side ; vertical hystagmus. After an inter¬ 
mission of twenty-seven hours, during which the multi¬ 
form symptoms ceased, there was a sudden recurrence 
of the epileptiform attacks, the patient dying in a few 
hours after the ninety-third. At the autopsy, a haemor¬ 
rhage was found in the cerebellar region, above and 
below the dura mater. In a position corresponding to 
the scalp wound, there existed a veritable wound of the 
cerebellum, with lacerated edges and containing a clot. 
The point of the right frontal lobe showed similar 
lesions under the frontal lobe. There was a focal 
haemorrhage which possessed all the characteristics of 
that of ordinary apoplexy. E. X. B. 

THERAPEUTICAL. 

A New Method for the Treatment of Epilepsy. 

■—Paul Flechsig (Neurolg. Centrallb., April 1, 1893). 

Prof. Flechsig details a mefhod of treating epilepsy, 
based partly on theoretical and partly on practical 
grounds. It consists in giving gradually increasing doses 



